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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Initially, the Applicant would like to thank the Examiner and ihe Examiner's 
Supervisor for taking the time to discuss this case with the Applicant's representative 
during the telephone interview conducted on January 1 1, 2006. In addition, the Applicant 
would like to thank the Examiners for the early indication of allowable subject matter, 
i.e., that claims 3-6, 1 1-14 and 16-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim but would be allowable if written in independent form including all the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. That being said, the Applicant 
believes that broader patent protection should be accorded the invention as will be 
discussed in the following remarks. 

On page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner outlined a rejection to claims 1,10 
and 15 under 35 US-C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Wiltem, Jr. et ah (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,302,293). Claims 2 and 7-9 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Witteni Jr. et al. in view of Hawker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,427,866). 
These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

In general, the present invention is directed to a vending machine including a 
cabinet frame within which are positioned a plurality of column walls that define a 
plurality of stack areas for storing product containers. An adjustable channel assembly is 
attached to one of the plurality of column walls. The adjustable channel assembly 
includes a guide arm that is movable between forward and backward positions within one 
of the plurality of stack areas. The adjustable channel assembly also includes a guide 
latch for selectively releasing a guide arm. A spacer wall extends across the stack area 
and is attached for movement with the guide arm. Each of these particular limitations is 
set forth in claim 1 which defines the adjustable channel assembly and claim 15 which 
describes a method of adjusting a depth of a stack area employing the adjustable channel 
assembly. With this arrangement, forward movement of the guide aim decreases a depth 
of the stack area and, likewise, backward movement of the guide arm increases a depth of 
the stack area. With this particular construction, a technician can readily adjust a depth 
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of the stack area so as to accommodate various size product containers. Importantly, the 
present invention allows the technician to adjust the depth of the stack area without 
requiring disassembly of the rear spacer wall. 

In rejecting the independent claims of the application, the Examiner relies upon 
U.S. Patent No. 6,302,293 to Wittcrn, Jr. et al. directed to a vertical stack retainer for 
vending machines. As best shown in Figure 2, the vending machine includes a latch 
mechanism 40 for securing a front retainer 28 across a column CI, Latch mechanism 40 
includes a receiver member 42 that is adjustably positioned along tracks 34 and 38 at a 
forward or front portion of column CI . Receiver member 42 is provided to serve as a 
abutment point for an outer, not pivotal, edge of front retainer 28. An opposing or 
pivoting edge of front retainer 28 is mounted to an opposing one of the side walls through 
pivots 56A and 56B. The vending machine also includes a rear retainer or wall 26 that 
extends along a back portion of column CI. Rear retainer 26 includes tabs 62A and B on 
one side aud tabs 64A and B on an opposing side that cooperate with tracks 32 and 36 of 
side wall 20A and tracks 32 and 36 of side wall 20B to allow rear retainer 26 to be 
adjusted forwardly and rearwardly. 

Contrary to the position taken by the Examiner, neither front retainer 28 nor rear 
retainer 26 is attached for movement with a guide arm. That is, the Examiner has 
indicated that receiver member 42 is considered analogous to the guide arm recited in 
claims 1 and 15. However, it should be noted that receiver member 42, while being 
adjustably mounted to a forward portion of the column CI, is at no point attached for 
movement to front retainer 28, let alone rear retainer 26. Moreover, the '293 reference is 
not seen to include an adjustable channel assembly that is attached to one of the plurality 
of column walls, with the adjustable channel assembly including a guide arm movable 
between forward and backward positions. That is, at best, the '293 patent includes 
channels lanced from side walls 20A and 20B to establish a plurality of tabs that define 
various discreet positions for rear retainer 26. The channels lanced in side walls 20A and 
20B are not attached to the column walls, do not include a movable guide arm and lack 
any analogous guide latch that selectively releases the guide arm from within a central 
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cavity as claimed Thus, the Applicant respectfully submits that the present invention is 
patentably defined over the prior art reference to Wittern, Jr. et aL for numerous reasons. 

The Applicant respectfully submits that, as outlined above, Wittem, Jr. et al. foils 
to disclose the vending machine including an adjustable channel assembly as described in 
claims 1 and 15, let alone the more specific limitations set forth in the dependent claims. 
For example, claim 2 requires that the adjustable channel assembly includes a guide 
channel defining member attached to one of the plurality of column walls, with the guide 
arm being slidably supported by the guide channel defining member. Claim 7 requires 
that the guide channel defining member includes tabs that extend within various openings 
formed within one of the plurality of column wails to support or mount the guide channel 
defining member to the one of the plurality of column walls. These features are seen to 
be further distinguishing as not being specifically taught or suggested in the prior art. 

Based on the above remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the present invention 
is patentably defined over the prior art of record such that allowance of all the claims and 
passage of the application to issue is respectfully requested, if the Examiner should have 
any additional questions or concerns regarding this matter, he is cordially invited to 
contact the undersigned if it would further prosecution in this case. 



Date: January 19, 2006 
DJLEDJERIKS & WHITELAW, PLC 
12471 Dillingham Square, #301 
Woodbridge, VA 22192 
Tel; (703) 583^8300 
Fax: (703)583-8301 




Everett G. Diederiks, Jr. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 33,323 
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